


Name of the Game, continued

FACTS OF CASE: Defense ver-
dict (11-1), Trial Length-cight days,
Deliberation-one day, Topic-Medical
Malpractice

Plaindiff suffered a torn anterior
cruciate ligament while lifting a heavy
object while on the job. Defendant
performed an arthroscopic repair of the
ACL. The procedure was complicated
by a “blow out” of the posterior aspect
of the knee during placement of a bio-
absorbable screw for fixation (resulting
in the screw becoming lodged in the
posterior compartment close to nerves
and vascular structures). His Workers’
Comp caseworker thought something
was wrong and referred him to Kerlan-
Jobe Clinic ACL. At the subsequent
repair surgery, it was found that the
tunnels for the ACL graft were mal-
positioned, in his opinion, and that
the original repair by Dr. Katz had not
resulted in isometric position, which led
to the failure of Dr. Katz's procedure.
A complete knee replacement will be
necessary in 20-30 years.

Edith Dowling v. Center for
Ambulatory Surgical Treatment, L.P.
(CAST)

VERDICT DATE: 4/8/08 LAST
OFFER: $55,000

FACTS OF CASE: Defense verdict
(12-0), Trial Length-five days, Topic-
Nursing Malpractice

Plaintiff, a 74-year-old woman with
a history of a prior hip replacement,
severe osteoarthritis, coronary artery
disease and stroke, underwent a pain
control procedure called radiofrequency
rhizolysis at CAST. When in the Post-
Anesthesia Care Unit, plaintiff needed
to go to the bathroom. As plaintiff took
her first step, her leg collapsed and she
fell to the ground. When evaluated by
the doctor, no apparent significant inju-
ry was discovered and he ordered her
discharged. A fractured hip was diag-
nosed several weeks later, and treated
with bed rest and therapy over several
months, with complete healing.

McKeown v. Massoudi

VERDICT DATE: 03/06/08 LAST
DEMAND: Vague, but in the range of
$350,000 LAST OFFER: None — No

Consent

FACTS OF CASE: Defense ver-
dict (11-1), Trial Length-seven days,
Deliberation-one day, Topic-Medical
Malpractice/ Wrongful Death

Decedent had experienced severe
back pain that had limited his daily
activities and required daily pain
medications, unbenunced to his wife.
Dr. Massoudi performed a four-level
anterior lumbar interbody fusion, with
the assistance of a vascular surgeon. As
the final screw was being placed at the
fourth level, an acute arterial bleed was
recognized. Immediate surgical inter-
vention and resuscitation attempts were
undertaken. The patient was stabilized,
however, he never regained conscious-
ness. Life support measures were ulti-
mately halted and the patient died.





