
Margaret "Peggy" Holm, a Shareholder at Bonne, Bridges, Mueller, O'Keefe
and Nichols, is widely recognized as one of the most respected trial lawyers
in Southern California. Ms. Holm joined Bonne Bridges in 1982 and is the
Manager of the Orange County office. She received her J.D. in 1976 from the
University of Santa Clara School of Law, where she was the first woman presi-
dent in its then-75-year history. A fourth generation Californian, born in San
Francisco, Peggy's other "full-time" job has been raising her two children, Kendall

and Alex.

Ms. Holm was elected as the "2008 Orange County Lawyer of the Year" by
the Orange County Chapter of the American Board of Trial Advocates (ABOTA).
She has been a member ofABOTA for 19 years and was only the third woman in
its history to be elevated to the prestigious rank of Diplomate. In over 150 trials
during three decades of practice, Ms. Holm has amassed an outstanding record of
obtaining defense verdicts, early dismissals, and favorable settlements.

She has a broad civil trial practice, which includes both State and Federal cata-
strophic and class actions.

Kashanchi v. Ahdoot

VERDICT DATE: 8/20/08

LAST DEMAND: Policy limits (in 2006). No further spe-
cific demands - contended an "open policy" existed. LAST
OffER: $1,000,000 (policy limits) July 2008 (Rejected)

DAMAGES: The plaintiff will require custodial care, 24/7
for the rest of his life. He will probably never speak or walk,
but may learn to sit up unassisted. He is blind, but can hear,
and loves music and his mother's voice. He was a beautiful
baby at birth and is a beautiful child at age 411.

Plaintiff black boarded $1,033,539 in future lost earn-
ings, plus a range of $5.8 million to $7.1 million (PCV) in
future healthcare needs, as well as $250,000 for household
modifications. No specific sum for non-economic damages
was given. Defendant black boarded $1.1 million in LOE
and a range of $1.375 million to $2.55 million in future
healthcare costs.

FACTS OF CASE: Defense verdict (11-1), Trial Lengih-
seven weeks, Deliberation-one day, Topic- Medical
Malpractice/Birth Injury Resulting in Brain Damage and
Severe Developmental Delay

In short, this case was a challenging complicated mess
of changed records, changed testimony, FDA warnings of
exactly what occurred, failure to advise the mother that a vac-
uum of forceps might even be used in an elective c-section,
a potentially 'open policy' with a rejected policy limits offer
and a concerned insurer, a very anxious foreign fìrst-time
defendant with limited skills as a witness, a tenacious and
highly skilled plaintiff's lawyer, loving and angry foreign-

born parents with an incredibly adorable little boy who has
done bener than anyone would have imagined, and a highly
sympathetic jury who cried during voir dire, during the triaL,
during the reading of their verdict, and out in the hall as they
hugged the mother.

Richard Cory v. La Palma Intercommunity HospitaL,
Felipe D. Barragan-Mendoza and Madeleine Mendoza
Valencerina, M. D.

VERDICT DATE: 06/03/2008

LAST DEMAND: $300,000 LAST OFFER: None by
Defendant Valencerina

FACTS OF CASE:Defense verdict (12-0), Trial Length- six
days, Deliberation-five hours, Topic-Medical Malpractice

Plaintiff Richard Cory, 41, shared a room in the
Behavioral Health Unit at La Palma Hospital with defendant
Mendoza, a paranoid schizophrenic with command halluci-
nations that told him to hit people. It was conrended, rhat
Dr. Valencerina should have medicated him properly and put
him on 1:1 supervision. As he threatened to do, he hit plain-
tiff, who suttered a severe fracture.

Jaimes v. Katz, M.D.
VERDICT DAIT 5/19/08

LAST DEMAND: C.C.E $175,000 LAST OHER: $29,999

DAMAGES CLAIMED Al TRIAL: Past LOE-$52,500-
Future LOE $4,000-Future Meds-$1 00,000.00- Pain and
Suffeting $500,000-$750,000 (a "conservative" range per
plainrifls counsel to the jury)
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Name of the Game, continued

fACTS OF CASE: Defense ver-
dict (l 1-1), Trial Length-eight days,
Deliberation-one day, Topic-Medical
Malpractice

Plaintiff suffered a torn anterior
cruciate ligament while lifting a heavy
object while on the job. Defendant
performed an arthroscopic repair of the
ACL. The procedure was complicated
by a "blowout" of the posterior aspect
of the knee during placement of a bio-
absorbable screw for fixation (resulting
in the screw becoming lodged in the
posterior compartment close to nerves
and vascular structures). His Workers'
Comp caseworker thought something
was wrong and referred him to Kerlan-

Jobe Clinic ACL. At the subsequent
repair surgery, it was found that the
tunnels for the ACL graft were mal-
positioned, in his opinion, and that
the original repair by Dr. Katz had not
resulted in isometric position, which led
to the failure of Dr. Karz's procedure.
A complete knee replacement will be
necessary in 20-30 years.

Edith Dowling v. Center for
Ambulatory Surgical Treatment, L.P.
(CAST)

VERDICT DATE: 4/8/08 LAST
OFFER: $55,000

FACTS OF CASE: Defense verdict

(12-0), lì-ial Length-fìve days, Topic-
Nursing Malpractice

Plaintiff, a 74-year-old woman with
a history of a prior hip replacement,
severe osteoarthritis, coronary artery
disease and stroke, underwent a pain
control procedure called radiofrequency
rhizolysis at CAST When in the Post-
Anesthesia Care Unit, plaintiff needed
to go to the bathroom. As plaintiff took
her fìrst step, her leg collapsed and she
fell to the ground. When evaluated by
the doctor, no apparent significant inju-
ry was discovered and he ordered her
discharged. A fractured hip was diag-
nosed several weeks later, and treated
with bed rest and therapy over several

months, with complete healing.

McKeown v. Massoudi

VERDICT DATE: 03/06/08 LAST
DEMAND: Vague, but in the range of
$350,000 LAST OFFER: None - No
Consent

fACTS Of CASE: Defense ver-
dict (l 1-1), Trial Length-seven days,
Deliberation-one day, Topic-Medical
Malpractice/Wrongful Death

Decedent had experienced severe
back pain that had limited his daily
activities and required daily pain
medications, unbenunced to his wife.
Dr. Massoudi performed a four-level
anterior lumbar interbody fusion, with
the assistance of a vascular surgeon. As
the final screw was being placed at the
fourth level, an acute arterial bleed was
recognized. Immediate surgical inter-
vention and resuscitation attempts were
undertaken. 'fhe patient was stabilized,
however, he never regained conscious-
ness. Life support measures were ulti-
mately halted and the patient died.




